[Chemotherapy and NSAIDs in neoplastic disease. Role of anti-secretory preventive therapy].
The patients treated by chemotherapy should be considered at high-risk for developing serious lesions of upper gastrointestinal tract. Several factors should be considered during the initial management of these patients, such as the presence and the staging of the malignancy, the cytotoxic effects of the antiblastic drugs, the co-administration of NSAIDs and corticosteroids, and the possible co-existence of Helicobacter pylori infection, hiatal hernia, and gastro-esophageal reflux. In order to prevent gastro-duodenal damage, the optimal approach first has to include an accurate clinical and pharmacological evaluation. The upper gastrointestinal endoscopy should also be performed in neoplastic patients undergoing chemotherapy before starting treatment. Proton pump inhibitors can play a major role in these patients to prevent gastro-duodenal damages, and to relieve dyspeptic symptoms.